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4 Cor. c. 11. V.6, 7. 85 5 5 x 
As ye have therefore received Chris 


Feſus the Lord, fo walk ye i in him: | _ *þ 
Rooted and built up in. him, and ſta- Bey 
ed. in the Faith, 40 y have 5 "i 


Fer taught,  abonnding-therein with ©. 57 
 Thankggivi e ns ene, 
N che beginning of this Epiſtle, St. Paul 5 
expreſſes the great Satis action he me . 


in the Account which Epaphras gave n 
3 of the Coloſſians Faith in Chriſt,- and Cap; ris |} 
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- their Love to al the Saints ; That the Word 4 
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5 Ace T che Truck of be Goa was not ang 
come unto chem, bur brought forth Fruit in 
| them, ſince the Day they heard of ir and 

| knew the Grace of God 3 in Truth. And that 

he might always have the ſame Occaſion for 

Rejoycing in them, he prays for their con- 

tinual Improvement in the Knowledge of 

God; of this Knowledge which they had al- 

ready received, he repeats unto them the 

Sum, and briefly explains the Myſtery of 

Yer. 2. their Redemption, which was Chrif in om, 1 
be hope of Glory, whom he preached, warning e- 

ver) Man, and teaching every Man in all Wiſ- 

dom, that he: might preſent every Man perfect 

5 in Chriſt Jeſus. And to this End i it is that 

be uſes the Words of the Text. * 

A4 4s ye bavk therefore receive 2 brit Jeſus * 

Lord, 75 walk ye in him; rooted and built up in 

bim, 40 ftabliſhed in the Faith, r he have been 

| taught abounding therein with Thaskigiving,” 

OP With this Exhortation, St. Paul hopes to 

1 preſerve the Caloſſiaus Sound in the Faith ; 

E . know how can better concluſe 

A the Work of my, Miniſtry among you, than 
by pteſſing upon you the ſeveral Parts of 

| iS e having, [bleſs Cod. 
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had to go upon, from the Opportunities gi- 


ven me of beholding your Order, and the ma- C. 2. 5. 


ny Signs of the Vece fs of your Fad. 


in . 


I. As je have . received Criſt Je | 


ſus the Lord, ſo walk ye in him. As ye have 
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embraced = true Doctrine of Chiitt, and 


conſented to take him for your Redeemer, 
Law-Giver, and Governour, look not any 
where elſe for Salvation, take not the Com- 


mandments of Men for his Doctrine, nor 
let any other have the Dominion over you. 
le is he alone that has made an Atonement 


for your Tranſgreſſions; 


it is he only that 
can Save and Deſtroy, and has all Power 


given unto him in Heaven and Earth. No E 49. 7. 


Man may deliver his Brother, nor make an 
Bm: unto God for him, for it coſt 


more to redeem your Souls; therefore ye 


muſt let that alone for ever, pot lay hold 
on the Hope ſet before you in . Chriſt. It is 


he who has made known unto you the Will 


1 Ba Famer, ho ſends * us Ln to. 
lead 
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hereafter co finds che Bick and the Dead. 
A.s s ye have therefore received him tines : 
all the Advantages, and entertained this 
Perſuaſion of him, ſo walk ye in him, take 
him for your Light and your Guide, and 
follow him whitherſoe ver he goeth, for he is 
Jeb 14.6. the Way, the Truth; and the Life, and there 
s no Occaſion! of ſtumbling in him. His 
| Law is elear, and his Example is petfe&, 
- fo that you cannot bur ſee your pa aud 
muſt needs know how to 15 our Goin 
He that faith he abideth in Chriſt, ou 
bimſelf alſo ſo to walk, even as he Wale 
That was the End for which you received: 
him, not the bare Contemplation of choſe 
Muyſteries that were diſcovred in him,” hüt 
che Obſervance of thoſe Laws he preſeri 
and the Imitation of the Pattern he ſer. © 
is this muſt make your Faith ſpoken '« 
throughout the World to any a 
and that muſt give you: the Cotnfort _ 
Benefit of it; without this it will, by De- 


grees, grow Langtid and weak, and you ; 


85 Job. 2. 6. 


will net be able, long, to hold faſt fo rave 7 
* W e 


"fp — you pd Fro: Meaſure — 


5 Faich you have already attained, and would Hg. bes 4 


ſecure the Hopes you 8 founded: 

ſo walk in — on whom ye 3 let 

all your Motions proceed from his Spirit, 
and keep your ſelves always under the Con- 
duct and Influence of it. And this, Hay, cap. 2.4. 

leſt any Man ſhould-beguile you with'en- 

ticing Words; left by any Means, as the Se- 
pent beguiled Eve through his Subrilry, ſo 2c. 1.3. 
as Minds ſhould be corrupted from flie” 

Simplicity ears in Chriſt.” - 


Il. To prevent this, be ye, as ik dolle UH 
oe goes on to adviſe, Rooted Alben bike 
Let him be the Ground you, work upon, 
and let all your Thoughts take ſuch deep 
Root in him, that your Hearts may be fix- 
ed, and your Minds may receive Nouriſh- 

ment from him, and you may grow up into 
him in all Things, from whom all the Botly, by Top, 2. 15. 
Joynts and Bands, having Nouriſhment miniftred, | 
- increaſeth with the Increaſe f Cod; or, if = 


one of a nearer Analogy to the ſecond, ge 
-M aka and buile 0 in Be let him be 
| BY 'B A 55 5 
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* Rock on . — you 5 to 88115 up 
Acer. z. 11. Your ſelves, foraſmuch as other Foundation can 
no Man lay than that which is laid, which is Je- 


us Chriſt, They af the Church of Rome, in- 

deed, would p kinds you, that Jeſus Chriſt 

himlolf/ has ld another Foundation, and 

| Mat.16. 11. declared St. Peter to be that Rock; upon 
whom his Church was to be founded and 

(e) Dig built; (a) But let no Man deceive you into 

rates enim ſuch a Senſe of that Scripture, as even their 


* own Interpreters (b) are by no Means a- | 


his ſacer- greed.in, and ſuch a one as will by no means 
doc ef & agree with the reſt of the Scriprure. | 


 facit ſacer- © | 
dotes, Petra e G "Petrom facit. Cat. ad Par. Art. de \ Eccleſia. —— 
Cat bolici docent hac metapbora 1 Petro eſſe commiſſum 470 to- 
tins Eccleſiæ & præcipus circa fidem. Bellar. de Rom. Pon. Cap. 5 
(b) Super banc Petram; ſuper banc fidei ſoliditatem. C 1 in Loc. 
Non enim dixit Cbriſtus —— Super te exſtruam 2 meam, ſiquidem 
 debile eſſet fandamentum— Sed ſuper have Petram, . e, 
hanc 3 x Arboreus i in Loc. | 


— 
\ 


St. Paul is n ind it in thoſe 
Words to the Corinthians, which I juſt now 
: mentioned; and to the Epheſians hs lays, 
Epb. 2. 20. We are built upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles 
and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the 
chief Corner Stone, in whom, i. e. in Chriſt, 
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you may not think St. Paul leſs favourable to 
St. Peter in this Point, than he ought to be, 
upon the Account of any Difference that 
had been between them, take St. Peters own 
Account of this Matter. if ſo be, lays he, : pet. 2 3, „ 4 
Jou have taſted that the Lord is gracious, to whom % 3 
coming as unto 4 Living Stone, diſallowed in- 
| deed of Men, but choſen of God and precious, ye 
' alſo as Lively Stones are built up 4 Spiritual 
 Houſe---- Wherefore alſo it is contained in the 
Scripture, Behold I lay in Sion a chief Corner 
Stone, elect, precious, and he that believeth on 
him ſhall not be confounded. Unto you therefare | 
which believe, he is precious, but to them which ' - 
be diſabedient, the Stone which the Builders diſ - | 
allowed, the ſame is made the Head of the Car- 
ner, and « Stone of Stumbling, and 4 Rocl of 
Offence to them which ble at the Ward. dend 22 
And our Saviour himſelf, ſpeaking of him- 
ſelf, ſays, whoſoever ſhall fall on this Stone ſhall 
be broken, but on whomſoever it ſþall fall, it ſhall 
grind him to powder. The only way then for 
you to be ſafe, is to believe and reſt on this 
_ <hjcf Corner Stone, but nor ſo to reſt, as to 
0 e _ no Foundation being laid 
8 B 7 
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a Tor! irfelf, der for the fake of n to 
. erected: upon it. Build therefore your 
5 ſelves on this Rock. and there is no * : 


ger of your being removed: for to you | 
that believe he will ever be 8 and a 


great Security to you again 
Storms of a troubleſome World. lt is-your 


the Waves and 


Wiſdom therefore to be grounded in him, 


it is your Support, and Comfort, and Stay: 
and look where you will you will never 


find any other firm Foundation for it. 
But then to ſecure the Benefit of it, you 


muſt take heed how you build thereupon; 


ver, precious Stones, Wood, Hay, Stubble, be 


it what it will, every Man's Work ſhall be wade 


manifeſt. of whia ſort it is; and if any Mans 


Work abide, which be hath built thereupon, he 


ſhall receive a Reward ; but if any Mans Work 


ſhall be burnt, be ſhall ſuffer Loſs, yet he himſelf 
ſhall eſcape, yet ſo as by Fire; that is; he ſhall 


hardly eſcape. You cannot build any 


ching upon this Foundation, that is unſuita- 
ble to it, but it muſt in ſome Meaſure weak- 
en it, tho every thing that is wrong, is not 


M TOs 2 to it. Some Opinions 


under- 


for if am build upon this Foundation, Gold, Sil. 


aer. 3.12. 
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undermine. it directly, and others hinder „ 
in different Degrees, from anſwering bs. - > b 
| Ends for which it was laid; as they, who 27. 2.18. 
ſaid the Reſurrection was paſſed already, did. 
by that Means, overthrow the Faith of ſome; | 
and others were in Danger of being beguil- Col. 2. 18. 
dd of their Reward, in a voluntary Humili- 5 
ty and Worchipping of Angels, thro Mens 
intruding into thoſe Things which they had 1 
not ſeen, vainly puffed up in their Fleſhly 3 
Minds. eb L 
This Diſcrimination appears from: that 
place of St. Jude, which ſeems to carry a 
pretty near Relation to the other of St. Paul, 
as being alſo a Caution againſt thoſe that cor- | 
rupted che Goſpel of Chriſt. But We, Beloved, Fol. 2 ĩ 
ſays he, building up your ſelves in your moſt 7 1 
by Faith, praying in the Holy Ghoſt, keep your © © 
ſelves in the Love of God, and o, ſome have Com- 
| Paſſion, making a Difference ; | others ſave with © 
Furs pulling them out of the Fire. 5 
In theſe Words ye have a Rule how to 
r your ſelves Right, and how to order 
your Conduct toward thoſe that may Err 
And indeed, the ſame Charge that direct. 
oF your Compaion to en in Conſideration 75 
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of the Nanda State they are in, A you, 
at the ſame time, to take care that you do 
not run into that Danger your ſelves; but, 
1 as the Apoſtle goes on in that Place, that 
you hate even the Garments ſpotted by the 

Eo Fleſh; that is, that you abhor every thing 

F  —- that is Evil, and avoid all Appearance of it, 
Mp and whatever Doctrines may tend to encou- 
1 rage it, and cleave to that which is Good. 
i * 132. 4. That you neither ſuffer your Eyes to ſleep, 
1 nor your Eye- lids to ſlumber; neitherthe Tem- 
ples of your Heads to take any Reſt, till you 
find out a Place in your ſelves for the Tem- 5 

ple of the Lord, an Habitation for the migh- 

ty God of Jacob. That · you remove every 
unclean Thing, and whatever it pleaſeth not 

God to dwell with; that there be an Har- 

mony and Conſiſtency i in all that you pro- 

feſs to believe, and in all that you do; that 

all the Building fitly framed together, and 

compacted by that which every Joynt ſuppli- 
Eph. 2. 22. eth, may grow unto an Holy Temple in the 


Lord, and you may become fit Habitations 
=_ M God thro the IN. 


III. To 


— — r — — 1 
— 


— — 


. a 8 James 7 Weſtminſter, 
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II. To chis End dls care, according to 8 
the following part of the Apoſtles 3 
to be ſtabliſped in the Faith, as ye have been 
taught. Suffer not your ſelves to be ealily 
removed from that Faith which you have re. 
ceived, and wherein you ſtand; be not roſ- 
ſed to and fro with every Wind of Doctrine, 2B. 4. 14 
by the Slight of Men and cunning Craft, 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive; but 
ſpeak the Truth in Love, and hold faſt the xs. 10023, 
Profeſſion of your Faith, wichour wavering ; 
aſſuring your ſelves, char he is faichful who 
has promiſed, and that if ye ſuffer your ſelves 
to doubt of this, after you have once believ- 
ed, you will be ever learning, and never a- 
ble to come to the Knowledge of the Truth. - 
If the Diſputes that are among Chriſtians 
do at any time ſhock you, conſider with 1 
your ſelves, that it has always been ſo, and -.. 
that there is nothing in Religion ſo plain, 5 
which has not at one time or other, thro 
the Corruptions of Men, been warmly diſ- = 
puted ; that che Faith of the Goſpel has 3 = = 
its Way thro all theſe Diſadvantages; and  * 
that many of the Queſtions which * 
1 . . the 
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the World, do not concern the Foundation 
ol Faith. If any ſhould offer to preach any 
bother Goſpel, than that in which you have 
been fully inſtructed, you know how you 
ought, or rather how you ought not to re- 
ceive him: Had you been bred up in Igno- 
rance, and was every thing of this kind that 
could be propoſed to you equally new, you 
might more excuſably doubt which you 
ought to prefer of the ſeveral Opinions that 
. fall in your 1 But when you have known 
tte Scriptures from Children, and have heard 
all the Arguments for their Authority ſo of- 
ten repeated, and have felt the Weight and 
Cogency of them, you cannot call the main 
Things in Queſtion again, without running 
| the Hazard of doubting infinitely, and being 
always unſettled. e 
VMNMNot that you, or any other Chriſtians, 
8 are bound to take all you hear from thoſe 
1 dkhat miniſter to you without more ado; We of 
=—_ this Church of England pretend to no ſuch. 
Authority; you are indeed to be Followers 
F = of us, as we are of Chriſt, but no farther 
than that, and you are doubtleſs to judge, 
whether we exceed our Commiſſion or no. 
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Things that can do you no hurt; but, let no . 160 
Man deceive you with vain Words, for becauſe of 
thiſe things cometh. the Wrath of God upon tee 
 Wildren of Diſabedience, and ye cannot eſcape, _ 1 
if ye live in them. ä 
Had ye been taught to hope for Pardon 
and the Favour of God, upon eaſier Terms, 
it might be hard to perſuade you to take the 
more difficult way ; but When clean Hands 
and a pure Heart, when crucifying the Fleſh 
with the Affection; and Luſts, have been all 
along recommended to yon, as the only 
Things that could ſecure Jour Peace; I can- 
nt but Hope you are, and will be every 
Day, more Hrnty eſtabliſhed] in your e. 
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the four Courſes of the Daily Prayers; te 
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nimity with which the Parochial Buſineſs has | 1 
been diſpatched, and che great Peace that is Seer. 
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